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SIDES
The Newsletter of the Department of Theatre Arts
At Eastern Illinois University
December 2007
In April 2002 The Reluctant
Dragon closed the Main Stage
Proscenium Theatre in the
Doudna Fine Arts Center and so
began the transition to the
“temporary” performance
space. The summer of ‘02
included packing, and moving
materials and supplies into the
new space (the former County
Market), all this while the new
space developed. The new
home for the department of
Theatre Arts became known as
the Village Theatre. Classrooms
were completed first and amid
boxes, construction dust and a
minor skirmish with the local
electrical inspector the 20022003 academic and production
season began. Classes met and
in November, Waiting for
Godot opened the Village
Theatre.
Now in December 2007, nine
semesters later, countless
classes later, forty six
productions later, the
Department of Theatre Arts is
preparing for another transition.
This spring, The True Story of
the Three Little Pigs will close
the academic season and the
doors of the Village Theatre as
well. With summer uncertain,
the department is preparing for
a different move. This time
Theatre Arts will return to its
new digs in the renovated and
expanded Doudna Fine Arts
Center.
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The entire move will be phased
in over the course of the spring
and summer. Currently the plan
is to move faculty from the
Lawson Residence Hall first.
(Lawson will undergo
renovation itself this summer.)
After faculty occupy the
building; tools, equipment and
materials will be moved into the
new facility. Was it worth the
wait….
The department of Theatre Arts
will be moving into the finest
teaching/production facility in
the region. The theatre wing
includes a 300 seat proscenium
theatre space, a flexible black
box seating 150 and an
experimental theatre space
seating 75. Scene shop, costume
shop, dressing rooms, make up
facilities and storage will give
EIU Theatre Arts students,
faculty and patrons the best the
contemporary theatre design
can offer. Other amenities
include faculty offices, staff
offices, and three classroom
spaces. A twenty workstation
computer lab, design lab
outfitted for 20 students, and a
teaching class room for forty.
The expanded space and
improved technology will help
Theatre students explore and
develop their skill and
knowledge in the art and craft
of the theatre.
To say that Doudna is unique is
an understatement. The “New”

Doudna is a work of art, that
will house and present the arts,
and help to develop new artists.
Ten years in the planning, three
years in construction, the
copper pyramid designed by
Antoine Predock will serve as a
beacon that will call students,
new faculty and patrons to the
EIU Campus.
Was it worth the wait? Come
and see it and then you decide.

From the Dean’s Office
Please consider this a craven
expression of need. Frankly, we
need your help. With less than a
year from the official opening
of the new and renovated
Doudna Fine Arts Center,
Eastern Illinois University finds
itself within striking distance of
reaching its equally ambitious
goal of funding an endowment
of $10 million dedicated to
programming for the new
Doudna. Such an endowment
will ensure that the Doudna
serves as an unparalleled
cultural center not only for the
EIU community but also for the
region. If we can raise another
$200,000 in the next few
months, we will meet the
challenge match of a donor who
has pledged another $2.5
million taking us to our goal of
$10 million. Will you help?
Any financial help you can
offer will bring the finest of the
arts to countless generations of
EIU students.

Where are they now….
Benjamin Marcy (2006) – is a
student at the Univ. of MN
working on his master’s in
public policy at Humphrey
Institute. During the summer
2007, he had an internship in
Mombasa, Kenya. To read
more about his experience
check out http://blog.lib.un.edu/
marc0222/publicaffairs/
Phil Ash (2001) & Liz Marfia
(2001) are starting production
on the 4th season of Trick My
Truck on CMT. At the end of
the season, they will have
finished 50 episodes. Their
newest creation is a spin-off
called Trick My Trucker… a
makeover show for the truckers.
Robert Caisley (1990) – had
his play Santa Fe presented as
part of SLAMBoston, produced
by Another County Productions
and Company One, beginning
Nov. 13, 2007. The play was
directed by Don Foley. It will
be presented in February 2008
by the Northwest Playwrights
Alliance in Tacoma, WA.
Santa Fe was nominated as a
finalist for the 2004 Heideman
Award from Actor’s Theatre of
Louisville.
Gary Denton (1991) – is a
police officer near his home
town in Marion County, IL.
Katy Hawley (2007) – started a
five week tour with a Children’s
Theatre Tour out of Peoria in
late September. She and
Stephanie Leasure (2007) are
in the show and will be
traveling east, performing 40
minute educational shows to
three schools a day, five days a
week.

Matt Fear (2000) – directed A
Midsummer Nights Dream
through the Champaign Park
District in Hessel Park on a
large portable stage, August 2325, 2007.
Pat Ham (2003) and Theresa
Lipinski Ham (2003) were
married in November 2005 and
graduated with the MFA
degrees in Scenic Design and
Costume design from Illinois
State University. They have
since moved to Chicago and are
designing professionally.
Patrick is a full-time instructor,
teaching design, technical
theatre, and digital arts at
Wilbur Wright College on the
northwest side of the city.
Theresa has been working
professionally with the
Bohemeian Theatre Ensemble,
Porchlight Musical Theatre, and
Drury Lane Oakbrook. She was
recently nominated for a Jeff
Citation for her costumes in
Bohemeian Theatre Ensemble’s
production of Side Show.

Mark Friedman (1991) –
welcomed his new son,
Christopher Michael Friedman
into the world on July 3, 2007
Katie Valentine-Budzynski
(1996) – welcomed her
daughter, Allison Marie, to the
world on January 7, 2007.
John Tilford (1979) – played
Sancho in Man of LaMancha
with the Champaign Urbana
Theatre Company, October 1114, 2007.

Dennis Muchamore (1968) –
Since graduation from the
hallowed halls of EIU, he’s
taught theatre in Michigan, then
got involved in politics, then
created a company that deals
with government and represents
numerous clients. He started a
new career with an executive
search firm in Chicago, and
now continues to expand into
ownership responsibilities with
an aeronautics composite
company, an ethanol plant and
an investment company. So,
he’s put his acting talent to
good use throughout the years.
Presently, he and his wife Deb
live in Laingsburg, MI and
continue their interest in the
performing arts through
involvement in cultural and
development activities at the
Wharton Center at Michigan
State University, the Detroit
Symphony and other causes.
Jim Romanovich (1985) –
launched a new company,
Borgo Pass Entertainment
which will be syndicating 2
television specials: Hollywood
Icons and the second will
feature exclusive interviews
with Robert Redford, Barbra
Steisand, Paul Newman, and
Marlon Brando. In addition,
Borgo will produce a 90 minute
documentary on Dan Brown’s
The Solomon Key, to be
released in early 2008. For
Associated television, he
produced a 90 minute
documentary on the Secret Life
of Princess Diana. It was
followed by a 30 minute special
in which psychics tried to reach
the spirit of Diana. Both of
these specials aired on August
28 on MyNetwork.

Earnest Glendon Gabbard

HOUSTON, TX -- Earnest
Glendon Gabbard, known to
friends and loved ones as
Gabby, passed away on the
afternoon of June 15, 2007. He
was born in Berea, Kentucky,
on November 1, 1919, the son
of Ernest Edward Gabbard and
Allie May Blanton Gabbard. He
received a bachelor's degree at
Berea College, where he
majored in music and theatre. In
1941 he enrolled at Louisiana
State University to continue his
study of drama and theatre.
While appearing in the
university's plays, he met
Lucina Paquet, and they were
married on January 29, 1942.
After returning from World War
II, where he served in the Navy,
Gabby and Lucy briefly lived in
Iowa City, Iowa, where they
enrolled in graduate programs.
In 1954, Gabby received a
Ph.D. in Theatre Arts from the
University of Iowa. In 1947, he
was hired to teach theatre and
direct plays at Eastern Illinois
University. Until his retirement
in 1984, he directed between
three and six plays each year.
His plays were well-received by
audiences, and many of his
students went on to successful
careers as actors and teachers.
In 1982, his production of Sam
Shepard's Seduced won a

national competition and was
performed at the Kennedy
Center in Washington, DC.
After their retirement, Gabby
and Lucy moved to Chicago
where they became professional
actors. Gabby appeared in
productions at the Goodman
Theatre, Victory Gardens, and
many other venues in Chicago's
active theatre scene. He also
appeared in films, including My
Best Friend's Wedding and
Prelude to a Kiss. He acted in
commercials and appeared in
many print ads. Gabby retired
from acting when he and Lucy
moved to Houston in 2001 to
live in a retirement community.
Shortly after their 64th wedding
anniversary, Lucy passed away
on May 23, 2006. He is
survived by two sons, Krin
Gabbard of New York City, and
Glen Gabbard of Houston, and
four grandchildren: Matthew
Gabbard of Lawrence, Kansas,
Abigail Gabbard of Chicago,
Amanda Gabbard of New York
City, and Allison Gabbard of
Houston. At Gabby's request,
there will be no formal
ceremony or flowers. Anyone
interested in remembering
Gabby may contribute to the
Glendon Gabbard Theatre Arts
Scholarship at: EIU Foundation,
600 Lincoln Ave., Charleston,
IL 61920.

Ettore T. Guidotti
Ashland, OR – Ettore Thomas
Guidotti of Ashland, Oregon
died on June 9, 2007. He was
born on December 5, 1932 in
Rochester, New York. He
served in the Army during the
Korean conflict. He had over
35 years experience in college
and university theatre. His last
eleven years were as Chair of

the theatre department at
Eastern Illinois University
before he retired. He was an
author and playwright. He was
a man of extraordinary
intelligence and great wit. He
once said, “it’s not the thing
you fling that counts, it’s the
fling itself.”
He is survived by his daughter,
Michele McLaughlin, his
grandson, Devin McLaughlin
both of Ashland, OR and also
by his sister Marie Ryan of
Manasquan, NJ. He will be
missed by his family and
friends and all those whose
lives he touched. (Journal
Gazette, June 14, 2007)

Fall 2007 Productions:

As You Like It, directed by Jean
Wolski, Oct. 19-23, 2007

Eleemosynary, directed by John
T. Oertling, Nov. 9-13, 2007

Congratulations
to Fall Graduates:
Jake Senesac
James Kuper
Good Luck in
Your Endeavors!

The EFA Scholarship
by Vaughn Jaenike
Regarding, the Endowment, it
was apparent in the 1980’s that
our arts departments would
benefit considerably if there
were funds available to entice
highly talented students to
enroll at Eastern as freshmen.
In addition, Eastern was losing
some really talented students
after a year or two here because
they were being offered
scholarships at other
universities. Realizing that
attracting and retaining the best
students was essential to a
degree program of excellence,
the search was on to find a
donor who would support a
scholarship program. The angel
we found was Jan Tarble whose
background as a student in the
arts at both Stanford and UCLA
strongly supported the
importance of recruiting and
retaining excellent students.
Over a period of ten years, Ms.
Tarble contributed nearly a
million dollars to the
endowment. The earnings from
the endowment have supported
as many as 30 full-tuition
scholarships annually for
students in art, music and
theatre.
EFA Scholarship
Recipient
Stacy Schref
(1988-1992)
The Excellence in
Fine Arts Scholarship
made a great difference in my life!
I had NO clue what I wanted to do
with my life – I thought perhaps I
had a little talent – and I surely
didn’t know how I would pay for
college. So, the Scholarship got
me there and gave me the
confidence to try my hand at

performing. After I graduated
from EIU in 1992, I did summerstock and some regional theatre
until I moved to NYC in 1994. I
took some acting and voice classes
and started hitting a few cattle calls
for theatre and TV productions.
To make ends meet, I started doing
office work – mostly in marketing
and PR departments (for which a
theatre degree comes in handy
actually). I worked in the
marketing and communications
department in the corporate office
of Ann Taylor, Inc. when the
executive in charge of starting
their new 1-800 number asked if I
wanted to be the voice of Ann
Taylor Loft. The sound engineer
suggested that I might be great at
voiceovers. I recorded a demo and
began sending them out to casting
agents. Besides being the voice of
Ann Taylor Loft on 1-800-DIAL
ANN my very first professional
voiceover was for The Weather
Channel. It took me 40 auditions
before I booked it! I didn’t give up
because I remember overhearing
one of my voice over peers
booking Pampers after 41
auditions!
So from there, I’ve done national
and local spots for many TV and
radio commercials including: Nike,
Gateway, Benadryl, PBS, Tommy
Hilfiger, Benihana, Goody’s Fisher
Price, Dove, VW & Jetta,
Snickers, Breathsavers and
Carefree Koolerz.
Other interesting voiceover jobs
include: the English narration for
the “Time Elevator Experience” in
Rome, Cyprus, Jerusalem and
Niagara Falls. (It’s a multi-media,
multi-sensory experience designed
to tell the story of the location,
from prehistory to today on three
panoramic screens and an
innovative flight simulator with
moving platforms that make the
spectator the protagonist); and live
voiceover narration for The

SoapNet Channel’s coverage of
The Daytime Emmy Awards.
Like any other entertainment
profession – you can sometimes
have slow periods or just not be
booking. During these times, I
always worked for a temp agency
to pick up the slack. As many of
you know, I was temping for Aon
Consulting at 2 World Trade
Center on the 101st floor on
9/11/01…I lived to talk about it,
thank God…but it has been a hard
road since.
I decided to move to Chicago in
January 2005 to be closer to family
and quite honestly to get away
from the stress I felt living in NYC
since that day. The voiceover’s
have slowed considerably – but
I’m working on a new voiceover
career game plan with a voiceover
coach/mentor.
Presently, I’m working product
knowledge DVD’s for L’Oreal,
Matrix, Biolage and Vavoom –
they are for hair professionals, but
are often played in salons where
the products are sold.
And, I’m happy to say that I will
be making a return to the stage
(finally!) when I make my theatre
debut in Chicago in August and
September with Mom and Pop
Production’s presentation of
Camino Real by Tennessee
Williams at the Athenaeum
Theatre.
In addition to these projects, I
volunteer at the Anti-Cruelty
Society with dog adoptions and
manners training; sing for
weddings; dabble in some crafty
things (I’m even selling paper
mache pieces at a store in Atlanta);
and am doing some writing and
life contemplating! ha-ha. Stay
tuned for a new website at
www.stacyscherf.com and drop me
a line sometime!

The Children’s Theatre Tour
class took Hyronomous A.
Frog: The Frog Prince on tour
November 12 – 16. They
performed for 9 schools to over
1400 children in 5 counties.
Mary Yarbrough led the class,
with student director Ryan
Peternell. Cast included:
Robert Siebert, Faith Elam,
Ashley Corbett, Kayla Jane
Blue, Lara Black, Kevin

Folliard, Rich Aguilera, and
Cathy Bouse.

Upcoming Shows – the last
season at the Village Theatre

Student Directed One-Acts

February 22-26, 2008 – Nasty
SOB’s: A Collection of Villains
Despicable, Detestable, Vile
Depraved and Loathsome Yet
Lovable, directed by Dr. Jerry
Eisenhour.

Directors Bailey Murphy (The
Murderest Mystery of All) and
Abagail Carter (Cast Spell)
presented their one-acts for the
last student directed show at the
Village Theatre. The show
opened November 30 and
closed December 2.

April 11 – 12 – The True Story
of The Three Little Pigs!
Directed by John T. Oertling.
Summer 2008 at The Tarble Art
Center – June 8 -14 – (title yet
to be announced).

FRIENDS OF THE THEATRE
(donations made after Jan. 1, 2007)
Producer $175 or more
Jaqueline Bennett Dance Center

Jane & Herbert Laskey

John T. Oertling

Rita, Tony & Clare Esposito

Blair & Christine Lord

Alex & Susan Peck

Fredd Gunzel

Dennis & Deb Muchamore

James M. Romanovich

Barry Johnson

Shirley Moore

Kevin & Nancy Reed

John & Juanita Roberts
J. Sain
Bill & Carol Strode
West Community
Partnership Program

Director $125+

Associate Director $100+

Vaughn & Ruth Jaenike

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Blue

Cheryl & Ralph Jones

Stage Manager $75+
Scott & Penny Crawford

Crew $50+
Kelly Harper Regnier

Bonnie Butler

Dan Hagen & Paul Beals

Jeff & Ann Cross
Dave & Tricia File
Robert & Nancy Hennings
Bonnie Irwin & Ned Huston
Dwain & Pam Naragon
Richard Rogers

Your support is playing an increasingly important role in funding our program and the quality it affords. As appropriations from the state are cut and inflation continues
its dizzy spiral, patron support becomes a necessity. Your voluntary donations are necessary to our success in supporting a service to the community, campus and
region. Please take a moment to fill out the attached form and return with your pledge or check. Your generosity is appreciated.
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Charleston, Illinois 61920-3099
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Let us hear from you!
We would like to include information about our alums in the newsletter. Take a moment and let us know where
you are and what you are doing.
Name_____________________________________________________________________ Class__________________________
Phone_______________________________________ E-Mail_______________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street
City
State
Zip
NEWS ABOUT YOU OR OTHER THEATRE ARTS GRADS:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Would you like to receive the newsletter electronically _____ yes _____ no
Department of Theatre Arts, Eastern Illinois University, 600 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston, IL 61920 or
email cfjto@eiu.edu or csdkl@eiu.edu
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